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Beyond Fear and Silence 
 

This story leaves us wondering and longing for 
more. Mark's Easter Gospel ends with silence rather 
than "Alleluia!" That wasn't the word the women 
said at the end of their long night of waiting. That's 
not what they said when the Sabbath was over as 
they made their way to the tomb. They had been 
there on Friday when Jesus died and the sky turned 
dark at midday. Mark remembers all three women 
by name: Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome. They looked on from a distance 
when Jesus was crucified. Mary Magdalene had 
been there when Joseph of Arimathea wrapped 
Jesus' lifeless body in linen and laid him in the 
tomb. They asked a pressing question as they 
walked toward the grave: "Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When 
they neared the tomb they saw that the stone had 
been rolled aside. But even then, they didn't shout 
Alleluia. Even after they heard the young man in 
white tell them that Jesus had been raised, they 
didn't shout "Christ is risen!" That's what we want 
them to say, but they didn't behave as we would 
like. They fled from the tomb for "terror and 
amazement had seized them." The words are even 
stronger in Greek: tromos (trauma) and ecstasis 
(ecstasy). Trauma and ecstasy had seized them. 
They said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
Mark's Gospel ends in silence and Jesus never 
appears. 
 
People Couldn't Stand The Silence For Long 
 
It didn't take long for others to add new endings, 
endings where Jesus did appear to Mary Magdalene 
and finally to the 11 disciples. Those endings are 
usually printed in italics or in brackets in most 
Bibles. People couldn't stand the silence. Besides, 
the women must have told somebody or Mark would 
never have known the story. What if Mark wanted to 
end with silence? Surely, he knew the story. He had 
heard the story passed down from those who knew 
Jesus to those who now gathered in Jesus' name. 

Mark wrote his narrative so the story would live 
beyond that generation of eye-witnesses. Mark wrote 
in a time of trauma, shortly after Roman armies had 
squashed a Jewish rebellion, destroying the temple 
and much of Jerusalem. Jews were killed by the 
thousands and those who followed Jesus from 
Nazareth were increasingly persecuted. Mark wrote 
this Gospel for those who had never seen Jesus nor 
heard him speak. Mark's silence is for them, a 
silence that honored their present trauma. This is a 
silence that also acknowledges how impossible it is 
to put ecstasy into words. 
 
Mark's Silence Is Also For Us 
 
Of all the Easter Gospels, Mark's story invites us to 
stand where those first trembling witnesses stood. 
Those three women didn't see Jesus. Neither do we. 
They didn't hear Jesus call their names. Neither have 
we. They weren't invited to touch his wounded 
hands. We haven't touched Jesus' hands either. Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome 
are our silent sisters. The narrative is left for us, the 
readers, to complete… 
 
How will we tell this story? Will we leave space for 
those whose stories are different from ours? Will we 
insist that we alone are right and others are wrong? 
Will we invite them or coerce them? Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
stand beside us today. In their silence they remind us 
that the life of faith is shaped by trauma and ecstasy, 
trembling and amazement. The silence at the end of 
Mark's gospel is 
always waiting to be 
filled in by people of 
every generation, 
waiting now for you 
and for me. 

Barbara Kay Lunblad, 
Huffington Post 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
 

What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?  What 
message does Peter bring that God has told him to share?  
How do we perceive those of every type and nation 
receiving the salvation that is won by Jesus?  Why do we 
put barriers in front of those who may receive Christ?  
What would happen if we shared about Jesus like Peter 
did?  Bible Study Lessons 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

What has the Lord done for the king and/or 
representatively for the people?  What is the significance 
of the stone-turned-capstone, which is being celebrated on 
this festive day?   The early church applied verse 22 to 
Jesus. How is Jesus like this stone-turned-capstone?  For 
what events in your life are you particularly grateful to 
God?  How did God prove to be your helper, your 
strength or your salvation?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Paul reminds the Corinthians again that “you are saved if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached.” What else might 
people do after hearing the word?  What about Christ is 
“of first importance?” Why does Paul stress Christ’s 
appearances?  Does this prove the resurrection?   How 
would you counter someone who explains away the 
resurrection in some naturalistic way (e.g., his body was 
removed from the tomb) or just plain thinks these Bible 
verses are fiction?  How does belief in Jesus’ resurrection 
and your own afterlife affect you personally?  Swap Meet 
Dave 
 

____4th Reading: Mark 16:1-8 
 

Why did the women visit the tomb? What does their 
action indicate?  Describe the women’s thoughts and 
emotions as they experience the events recorded in this 
passage.  Why are there such differences between the four 
Gospel accounts?  Why does Mark's Gospel end on such a 
negative note?  Why is the resurrection the central pillar 
of Christian faith? Bible Study Courses.org, Bible.org  

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
O God of all our days, we come this morning 
with eager anticipation.  We seek to know you, to 
see you, to touch you. Open our hearts, that we 
might experience you anew. Open our lives, that 
we may be faithful witnesses to your 
resurrection. May we, with shouts of joy, 
proclaim your steadfast, liberating love to all 
people, everywhere. Amen.  
 
—adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2006, 
© 2005 Abingdon Press. Ministry Matters   

And so the church begins. Not in glory, 
trumpets, choirs, but in one woman’s grief, 
fear, shock. In her encounter with the holy. 
In the story told and retold for nigh onto 
2000 years. 

The Easter sunrise story in each gospel is 
different. The details seem not to matter as 
much as the emotion and action. Grieving, 
walking, running, looking, even deeper 
grieving, wondering the who and why of the 
body being stolen, shock, longing, holding on. 

For Mary shock becomes recognition in an 
instant. What begins as a walk toward a 
cemetery becomes a walk into newness. An 
encounter with a gardener becomes 
something else altogether. Fear morphs into 
gratitude. 

She wants to hold on. Of course she does. 
Who wouldn’t? 

And from the flesh of death comes a word of 
life: Go. Don’t hold onto me. 

There’s life to be lived. Joy to be experienced. 
Work to be done. Love to be spread around. 

An excerpt from Don’t Hold On, Melissa Bane Sevier 

Happy Easter to you, my friend! 
This day’s light shall have no end. 
For Christ did rise 
In the golden morn 
And by His life are we reborn. 
 
Happy Easter to one and all! 
The night is over, the sun is tall. 
The day did break with a tiny beam 
And flooded life with Light supreme. 
 
― Paul F. Kortepeter,  

Holly Pond Hill: A Child's Book of Easter 
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